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As Treaty Vith Soviet Languishes:

By RICHARD BURT

Spacialto T New York Times

WASHINGTON, Jan. 13 — Carter Ad-
rinistration sacurity aides have begun to
reassess American nuclear arms pro-
grams because of the uncertain status of
the strategic arms treaty. The reassess-
ment includes the President’s decision
last year to buiid a new rnobile interconti-
nental missile.

Officials in the Defense Department,
the White House and other agencies said
Mr. Carter’s decision to defer Senate ac-
tion on the arms treaty with 2oscow,

jmace after-the Soviet intervention in Af-
i gnanistan, had created naw doubts about
the adequacy of the Administration’s nu-
clear plans for the 1980°3. . .

They said Government arms experts,
fearing an acceleration of Moscow’s nu-
clear buildup, had started to examine al-
ternatives for rapidly increasing the
country’s strategic arsenal in the next
fewvears. . C

Soecialists have also =gun to question

‘whether the Administration’s proposed

imobile missile, known as the MX, makss
serse in an era when Moscow could sub-
stantially increaseits nuclear warheads.

i . WouldBeDrivenAround.

The MX rockets, which would be placed
‘aboard largz vehicles and moved around
‘a series of roadways in the Southwest,

have been designed to reduce the vulner-
ability of America’s land-based missiles

perts argue that without the new arms
treaty, the MX system would soon be-
,come as vulnerable as existing land-
;based missiles, which are housed in un-
cerground silos. '

last June, would put a ceiling of 2,250 on
tha number of missiles and bombers each
side could deploy and would limit special
categories of arms, such as the number of
muliiple warheads that could be placed
atop missiles, Otficials said that in mak-
<ling decisons about the MX and ‘other
weapons, senior aides had assumed that
the treaty would gointoeffectsoon.
White House officials stressed that
while Senate action on the treaty had
been postponed, the accord could be ap-
proved later. But defense analysts ac-
knowledged that they had been instructed
by senior Pentagon aides to come up with
elternatives for increasing American
missile and -bcmber forces beyond the
levelslaid outin the treaty.” .

The new treaty, which was concluded !

‘5 4 Céncem Over Soviet Edge

I The concern, they said, is that without
'the treaty, Moscow, which is deploying
inew weapons at a faster pace than the
i United States, could achieve a significant
edga in strategic {orces in the mid-1980’s,
Critics of the {reaty have arguexi that the
i pact itsell would allow the Russians to
'have a dangerous lead in strategic weap-
ons inthe early 1930's,

Officials said one alternative for ex-

panding American forces was to speed up
plans for building a large aircraft for car-
rying and launching cruise missiles. The
-Alr Force is putting cruise missiles on
B-52 bumbers, but soma aides are urging
tnat a new fleet of jumbo jots, such as the
Eoeing 747, be used to carry as many
75 ot the low-flying drones.
- Another option being censidered, offi-
ciais said, is to accelerate the Navy's pro-
gram for building a new. submarine-
launched missile, known as the Trident
IL. There is strong support in some quar-
ters of the Pentagon for sp=eding up the
Trident 1, because the missile could be
used in pinpoint strikes against Soviet
military targets. )

r. Carter agre=d on a plan for deploy-
ing 200 MX missiles last August after
more than a year of debate over how b=st
to protect land-based missiles from at-

would be driven around a large, circular
roadway surrounded by 23 shelters that
could b= used to launch the missile.

i
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i tack. Under the plan, each MX missile’
to Soviet attack. But some defense ex- !

STAT

| 1a essence, the system i3 desizned to
{give Moscow more targsts to sacot ot
lth.m It has nuclear warheads. But zome |
tanalysts maintain that without the arms

; trealy, Moscow might be adie to sut more |
than 20,600 warkeads on its missiies in the !
i corning decade, which they said would ba
more than encugh to hitevery MX.

As a resuit, a White House specialist
said the Administration would protabdty '
1have to look at othar propesals for ¢2ploy- |

ing the missile, such as putting them |
abeard aircrati or on a new class of sub- |
marine that would operata in roastal
watzrs ol the United Statas,

But a high Pzntagon aide said thesa op- |
tions had been studied in great :ferail and |
rejected 2s too costly or technically vne !
feasible. The aide said there was increas- ;
ing suprort in the Pentagon lor using an-
tibailistic missiles to delend the mobile
rocket from any Soviet attack, ratner!
than altering existing nlans for the MX,

The deployment of antiballistic mnis-|
siles is severely limited by a 1572 treaty I
with Moscow, and saveral State Denart-!
ment officials argue that any eflort ta:
1 build these weapons would have profeund !
consequences for the Sovist-American:
arms race. “With SALT II practieally:
down ihe drain, this is nardly the timato;
scuttle one of the few constraints e now |
have on the nuclear programs of the two |
sides,” anaidesaid. . | : i
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